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Abstract

In this paper, we examine the mechanism of Japanese sentence-ending markers
such as #a, ne, yo, and yone in adult and child grammar. We first argue that Japanese-
speaking children produce the sentence-ending markers at a very early stage of language
acquisition on the basis of the analysis of the previous literature (Okubo 1967, Okada
and Grinstead 2003) and the corpus analysis of Sumihare (Noji 1973 -1977). We argue
that the sentence-ending markers 72 and #e are produced at around the age of 1; 5;
while yo and yore are produced at around the age of 1; 9. Although there are some cases
where 7a used by young children contains the meaning of request and intention, the
sentence-ending markers are basically used in the same way as adults’.

Then, we conduct a binomial test as part of the quantitative research in order to
verify the hypothesis that some sentence-ending markers (72 and 7e) are acquired earlier
than the others (yo and yore), and report that the sentence-ending markers such as 7a
and e are acquired eatlier than yo and yone (binomial test, p < .001).

Consequently, we propose that the sentence-ending markers, #a, ne, yo and yone
are acquired in this order at a very early stage of language acquisition. The conclusion
would provide a piece of evidence for Murasugi’s (2011, 2012a, b) hypothesis that the
elements in the speech act phrases (above CP layers) found even at the Root Infinitive
Stage would trigger the bootstrapping of the tense elements in sentences in the

grammar acquisition (Pragmatic Bootstrapping Hypothesis).
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