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Abstract

This study constitutes a longitudinal observation of a Japanese-speaking
child’s acquisition of “zo” in different syntactic categories (Noun, Geni-
tive Case marker, and Complementizer). The findings revealed that the
different categories are acquired in the following order: (i) “the Indepen-
dent Genitive Form” (e.g., John-no (John’s)), (ii) the Noun (e.g., akai-no
(the red one)), and (iii) NP with the Genitive Case marker and the lexical
head (e.g., John-no hon (John's book)). Furthermore, this study shows
that there are two distinct phenomena concerning the overgeneration of
“no”, and the two types may take place within the same child: the first
overgeneration appears just after (ii), and the second after (iii). Crucially,
the second overgeneration is observed just at the time when the tense and
the Nominative Case assignment are acquired. In acquisition studies,
three hypotheses have been proposed regarding the syntactic status of the
overgenerated “no”: “mo” as Genitive Case marker (Ito 1993), “no” as
Noun (Nagano 1960), and “mo” as Complementizer (Murasugi 1991).
This study suggests that the first overgenerated “zo” is the Noun, and the
second, the Complementizer, thereby providing supporting evidence for
both the Noun hypothesis and the Complementizer hypothesis.
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