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Medical Ethics in Catholic Medical Institutions
—— Christian Ethics and the Prolonging of Life and

Terminal Medical Care

Yoshitaka HAMAGUCHI

How can we make a moral judgement on the Prolonging of life and
Terminal Care in the contemporary medical situations? To indicate a
solution of this question, we have to recognize some moral guidelines in
traditional Catholic Medical Ethics.

First, Catholic medical institutions ought to give sensitive care to
the whole person, spiritual care as well as care for physical and
psyco-social needs. The Church’s mission is to reveal and mediate the
healing redemptive love of Jesus Christ in the world where she has been
sent. Catholic hospitals, especially, have this mission in health care
ministry to their patients. In Bioethics, medical Ethics must acknowl-
edge the rights of the patient, policies on giving full informations, etc.

Second, we deal with the morality of organ transplantation. At last,
the first organ transplantations of major organs (heart, liver, kidney),
that were taken from brain-dead person according to the Japanese
“Organ transplantation Act” have taken place. Christian Ethics admits
the moral possibility of it’s transplantation with the consent of the
patients.

Third, we examine judgement on the euthanasia-case in Tokai-
University Hospital. The Court at Yokohama offered conditions for
the prolongation of life and the legality of positive euthanasia. Accord-

ing to the principle of ordinary means and extra-ordinary means,
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Christian ethics admits the cessation of medical treatment for prolong-
ing of life, but does not accept positive euthanasia. This is clear from

explicit satatements in recent Church documents.



