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Undercurrents of Medieval Christoloy
The Way towards Established Doctrine

Hans-Jiirgen Marx

Whereas the unio hyvpostatica, as defined by the council of Chalcedon,
was readily accepted in the West, the theory of the communicatio
tdiomatum, as developed in later Eastern discussions, was not well
understood by medieval theologians until Thomas Aquinas, and he
himself drew the final consequences only during the last year and a half
of his life. The Adoptionist Controversy under Charlemagne was a
clash between a confused understanding of the communicatio
idiomatum, on the one hand, and a stubborn defense of the originally
Chalcedonian insistence on the distinction between God and Man in
Christ. John Scotus, the most original theologian of the Carolingian
period, tried to raise theological discussions to a new, speculative level,
where one traditional expression could not be played out against
another. Thereby he developed a cosmological christology, fascinating
in its range, but not acceptable to the mediaeval Church. For his
approach to be appreciated, it had to wait for the arrival of a new time
and the authority of a true giant of the Church, Anselm of Canterbury.
The latter developed his christology in answer to the challenges of a
new time, represented to him above all by the early Nominalist Ros-
celini. Also Petrus Abaelard struggeled with him. While developing a
highly speculative doctrine on the Trinity and Christ, he struggled hard
to safegard the humanity of Jesus. In the end, this brought him the
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verdict as a heretic, however the influence of his school guaranteed that

his basic concern was kept alive.



