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A study of Church Fathers: S. Caecilius Cyprianus (6)

——The pastoral instructions on the Mortality——
A translation with notes of
St. Cyprian’s De Movrtalitate.

Kiyoshi YOSHIDA

After the Decian’s persecution (250-251), a pestilent disease took
possession of many provinces of Africa, and especially Alexandria and
Egypt, and many people in the Christian society were shaken by the
disease.

As soon as Cyprian became aware this situation, he wrote De
Movrtalitate (On the Mortality) about 252, He pointed out that wars,
famines, earthquakes, pestilences and all the kind of afflictions had
been foretold by Christ ; he taught them that the mortality or plague
was not to be feared, in that it leads to immortality. It is not wonderful
that the evils of this life are common to the Christians with the
heathens, since they have to suffer more than others in the world, and
thence, after the example of Job and Tobias, there is need of patience
without murmuning.

In chapter 26, the last chapter, Cyprian invites us to consider and
reflect that we have renounced the world, and are in the meantime
living here as guests and strangers. Let us greet the day which assigns
each of us to his own home, which snatches us hence, and sets us free
from the snares of the world, and restores us to paradise and the
kingdom. ——May the Lord Christ look upon this purpose of our mind
and faith, He who will give the larger reward of His glory to those

whose desires in respect of Himself were greater !



