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Summaries

SOLIDARITY WITH THE POOR

Evolving of @ New Problem Consciousness in the Catholic Church
Hans Jiirgen MARX

Since the Second Vatican Council had declared the solidarity of the
Church with the poor and oppressed, the participation of the Church
on all levels in the struggle for the establishment of a new world
order based on the dignity of man has been steadily intensified. The
Twelfth General Chapter of the Society of the Divine Word has
decreed a new set of constitutions which stress its preferential option
for the poor and oppressed. The present article attempts to analyze
the theological motives behind this somewhat surprising re-orientation
of priorities in the Catholic Church,

The first installment of the present article limits itself to a summary
reflection on the theme of poverty in the Old and New Testaments.
Mainly three points are brought to light, Firstly, material poverty is
a scandal inviting the wrath of God on those who refuse to take notice
of it and change the situation of the poor. Secondly, this prophetic
criticism is taken up by Jesus in his proclamation of the Kingdom of
God to the poor and marginal classes. Furthermore, the gospel writers
reformulate the traditional ideal of spiritual poverty as a selfless and
compassionate attitude to be lived by all followers of Jesus. Thirdly,
primitive Christianity came into being as a sharing community between
the poor in the material and spiritual sense.

The second installment will focus on recent statements by the
Roman magisterium and some episcopal synods and conferences on the
struggle for a new social and economic order especially in the Third
World which has been called the Lazarus of today by the present
Pope.



