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Love of One’s Neighbor Centered Around Christ.

The Renewal of Christian Moral Theology before the
Second Vatican Council.

Hamacuem: Yoshitaka

The present article attempts to sketch the main lines of the pre-
counciliar movement within Catholic moral theology away from the
casuistic approach of the past to a more wholesome approach,
centered around the person of Christ as the basic criterion of Christian
morality. This movement is most clearly represented by F. Tillmann
and B. fAdring, where love of one’s neighbor is seen as the centerpiece
of Christ’s ministry and the new existence, made possible by the
presence of His Spirit in the Christian Church.

First, it is shown that for F. Tillmann Christian morality consists
in the imitation of Christ by which the believer conforms himself to
the Divine prototype. This process is rooted in the new being, impar-
ted to all believers by baptism. It leads to the formation of a christian
personality within the community of believers, creating thus a philan-
thropic solidarity among men. However, it is pointed out that F.
Tillmann does not fully integrate the ecclesiological and sacramental
dimension of Christian existence into his new conception of moral
theology.

Secondly, it is shown that B. Hdgring tries to overcome the shortco-
mings of his precursor by solidly basing Christian morality and the
key notion of Christ’'s imitation on the ecclesiological and sacramental
dimension of the Christian community. The basic insight of B. Héring's
conception is characterized by the three notions-dialogue, responsibility
and imitation of Christ. The Church is defined as a community in
dialogue, insofar she is constituted by the answer to God's word in
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Christ. This, in turn, requires from the members of the Church an
ethic of responsibility which never can content itself with seeking
the self-fulfillment of the individual believer, but rather strives for
the realization of one’s personality in the communal dialogue between
I and Thou, where God is present in one's fellow man as the ab-
solute Thou. Thus, Christians strive to imitate Christ by uncondition-
ally loving their fellow men. This leads to a solidarity of salvation
which is sacramental in its nature by the very fact that God has made
Himself present, first in the man Jesus Christ and, secondly, in the
community of all men, participating in the sacramental life of the
Church.

At the end, it is stressed that these pre-counciliar insights have led
the Second Vatican Council to call for a renewal of moral theology
where love of one’ neighbor is being proposed as the basic notion for

all Christian morality.



