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IbiT, WL, ¥Y v v ACHOBEBERLTCETERNHRDT — ¥
#EXHEN, b LEFESBUFHASTERT S LT, ThboRE
o THERERIE DR E LTS, ¥ 2T, ATHEEOEED
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TN EEIDOBEIBENI, 7 4 VA 7 OO MBENRES N7
ERTIEB OB o foo HIFRSIL, TN d - TUUBOERITME
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WAHBEMZZE, DOWNENLBIZLELD LD TARATFNIERSLWLAS TS
%o

[EhigiBa A EEE, RO AL, EEIL LD OLFEN TS &
BEBT DN, S LATEFESS, BEATID IR T - L 282
By DWTNNTHBo D L& NEBNTHEDD, FFD H 2ic 2 DM
L X5 LR, chbBlihiizmoiiitigv, 200



— 51 —
ZDOREETCILHARIIRTH - 1222 7 V 4 203, _Lonx mHiR—miFE

WEABEOSD L L2 LICEMORMIT Ao A TIRES ZHH5
Yo AR B SHIHCEERE L THIcATH » oo ZNH, BHEESHE
GB7 4V 7 2 'BIBRTHZ LMW THDH, L0 H I LTI
BN T oo £ 3 THITRAIER, BHEID LY LEZ0ELXERET
Bo Thbhb, WANZ—mMECEL C3HESRE —~BLUICRELE
LA EARbi e LTy, FRMBECEL T, BB kOB
DB BEFREDEERNIZA) E$D. SO XD RAEHRL, FMEB
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4. BHICHTZFE DM

X, KERRBNTRE VDT EEZROEMOERIIMELINS, &

FHRERDOA TP 7TIREBHFAIR—BICHK T HLDTH D, PEVA LT
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HhoTREALLD L LI, RERD, TR ZHBABOHENIZKIT S
HE DR S B ANDLTWBIETH 505 Th Do M0 20k 5 il ~



— 52 —

DEBE NPT TIETC I E X ICHEDEB Th o & OB, WICH
AT HFROBANRLE L > T AL, ZOBRAOEREIL, &4H
WIS X o TIEM L HBREIND . 1oL 21E, Y T4 4 213, BELXHM
LRI LR, LEFNA—FEETHLDH LTHZ LEEBRL, 777
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2L ETDhH, EOERNBHFRNCTFRLEDF » ¥ 20 bD L L. £
LT EREREIE WMDIEIY, =x% 2 2= VALEEYERT D L.
DTHh o1

MINBELEBHSCTEMT B, ¥ v 7 4 YHEEES Y FONT

BLTE> ZOLAHE B DDORIRICDOWTRED Z LiIT Ltk B
~um,%iént§m1§%t%f%b,ﬂﬁ’aﬁw%mb,zmg
EDOELTHD, WhIEEFDIIL T » Tco HEDHIkIL, BRTIRT
bo oo FAULBEEI DA BR D, 115 OEERREERIC AT HHFILL
¥, ZBEHROXREFBELB T I, HHIL, HCEHEOMBECELT
i, BEICHER L, EHT A L xS ot £ UTHEERTHEFEE
AELLSE, &SRB R BT 2 — Y0 @S A 0y IciEE Lkt
T &, 29 L L, ZoOMBEIBETIRY, FAHHEE 0%k LIC
122 LDOKRFIRAEETh - 720 Z20B LT, 20 5BRIFROREL
BHI-DITE, HREELDEODIF o 2 = VAELE L RRTICH B 5
FDIX 2 A =HNVALEKITE o THEEOT BN DLERS - oo ot
5, TOEODOREEI ENERETEEEEL WS edIZEND LRSS




— 56 —

BEIH 2 A =D NVAREDHINS T ORI ERTHEREET LD
Thbo 20 2 LT, BEVWHKLDDH - TORHEAEREIL, X242
NVASEORMBICRIEL bEET D LEIN D - oo 2B EEICIWT,
BERO 7 v Y+ 2« v 2%, DRaFtk, a2k bAERHmEIC
ST 5, Thbb, BHRKNIHEIC, DTN ONTEERSHH, F
MIEL DEZ—Gw TR L, BREFCHLTORTH D,

[Feeiet, WHESZ, EBSIAD T LS R BMBRE L A2his 7o b
Th b MhOFEHSI D BB T2 % LT 5 b eh o feo Fh4
N DOMEIHEFTE Z AL E ek FITHE L 72DIEF D TH %0 b LIED
MI ¥ 2 2= VARSI X A HRE D OHEILE S, 4, BicfTobh/
<, BT EMBERFLC, EXULERIS A /s Lich, Balifin
R HNARAED & £ B L 72iT#\ e Dh 5, ] 229

DED, T4 VvV L ASENEIZIR 2 A = VALBOERE L -
T, DOBEREFHEIEML LIS, ~ Va2 2 DREBUL IXRR AL
WeET D, RNy U 4 vk, BH#EEN, FHUOBEHEEERL,
BREMRADOLAD T, TOEMAMREL ST X 2 2 =7 VARBKRITHE
TH, FNICHEEENRD & LIRS RSI R GRS & o TOEFE L
ot LRNRB, B9

T, 74 vV DEBER BRFIRBEFES L OBEH I DAL
EBRLTIT o7z &k, 14356 B~ EVARBLI V2 v 2R VYT 4/
—~ 7 ANREBENTEHFIC L > TEEEND, 7 7 —H D2k 2L,
143642 3 A10H, # x ¥V —=5E~DOFHDOF T, BV 7 4 7 KEE K
WTHETFINERICH o2 B X% BRSFEL ME T 5, RiZZ odisl
Kk, X2 2 =7 VASKBEPHSIND Z ERE LI AT DR
BOBERTh >, BEHZ €7 i, VO LWEFIEOFT, B
Bo4 aryofiicths L, —EHERESOREGEET .



— 57 —

[EREDOEENINL BREVWDDTh o7 71 HBUE L WGADELL L
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The Crucial Problem in Latin-Byzantine
Relations during the Middle Ages (2)

Hans-Jiirgen MARX

The present article is the second and final installment of
an attempt at a re-evaluation of the causes which lie at the root
of the so-called Great Schism between Eastern and Western Chri-
stendom in the Middle Ages. As historians and theologians
now generally recognize, the rupture between East and West
was not really an event which can be dated exactly. It was
something that came about gradually as the result of a long and
complicated process, starting well before the notorious year of
1054 and not completed until some time after. Furthermore, in
this long and complicated process not only religious motivations
were at work, but cultural differences, political antagonisms
and naked economic interests also played a quite decisive role.
The gresent article as a whole attempts to show that all these
theological and non-theological factors can be most adequately
summarized by the one word filioque, denoting thereby not so
much the trinitarian controversy surrounding this clause, but
rather the purely formal fact of its having been interpolated in-
to the Constantinopolitan Creed by the West.

Looking at the controversy from the exclusively theological
aspect, as it can be gathered from the discussions between eastern
and western representatives at the Council of Florence, the cru-
cial problem lay in the unresolved ecclesiological question as to
the kind of visible sign by which union in one and the same
faith can be recognized.

For the West, this sign was the living magisterium of the
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Church, as represented above all by the pope. Since it was taken
for granted that the popes always had approved of the inter-
polation of the disputed clause into the creed, the eastern re-
monstrations against it were regarded as being devoid of any
serious reason. Furthermore, since the popes had dogmatized
the western brand of trinitarian theology contained in the fil7io-
que, the East would not only have to desist from demanding the
deletion of this clause from the creed, it would also have had
to accept the trinitarian dogma of the West. At the Council of
Florence these two conditions were met by the eastern repre-
sentatives. They signed a declaration, defining the essential ele-
ments of western trinitarian theology as universal dogma and
declaring the alteration of the creed as legitimate, without being
forced, however, to interpolate the filioque into their own,
Greek form of the creed. For the West, this compromise was
utterly legitimate, since it was centered around the visible sign
of union in one and the same faith: the teaching of the pope.
This same compromise, however, involved grave problems
for the eastern understanding of the visible sign for union in one
and the same faith. This was to be the Constantinopolitan Creed,
intended as such by the early Church of the Seven Ecumenical
Councils. By explicitely prohibiting any alteration of the original
form of the creed, the Ecumenical Councils had intended not
only to secure a means of transmitting the essential tenets of
the Christian faith to each new generation of believers but also
to provide the spiritual realm in which the universal Church at
any given time and place could unite herself with the primordial
faith experience of the Fathers. Therefore, any tempering with
the original form of the creed was seen as threatening the very
life stream of the Church. Accordingly, the West would have
had to remove this threat by deleting the filioque from the creed.
At the Council of Florence the unionist majority, however,
decided at last to resign itself to the fait accompli and to concede
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to the West its particular form of the creed. For this largess,
the unionists appealed to the traditional concept of economy.
According to this concept, certain deviations from the rule in
discipline, liturgy and even dogma may be tolerated, if there is
reasonable assurance that divine condescencion covers this con-
cession for the greater good of the Church. At the Council of
Florence the unionists felt reasonably assured that their conces-
sion fell under that condition. For it was not them, but an ecume-
nical council that was seen as standing at exactly the same
authoritative level as the councils of the early Church, which in
the last analysis applied economy towards the western deviation
from the rule.

However, the anti-unionist minority at the council regarded
the application of economy in this particular case as utterly illegiti-
mate. For the prohibition of any alteration of the creed by the
early councils was all too explicit. The observance of this rule
by the universal Church over centuries — including even the
popes until the high Middle Ages — was all too convincing. In
short: not even an ecumenical council could repudiate its prede-
cessors and admit of two different signs for union in one and
the same faith. Shortly after the Council of Florence, the anti-
unionist minority became a rejectionist majority, because a few
very good and certainly dedicated theologians succeeded in con-
vincing eastern christians of the illegitimacy of the Florentine
compromise. Their reasoning, fundamentally, was not much dif-
ferent from that of the papal West: union in one and the same
faith has to be centered around one and the same visible sign
for this union. But of course, this visible sign was not the
teaching of the pope, as the West was claiming, but the unaltered
form of the creed, as the universal Church had been maintain-
ing since the days of the Seven Ecumenical Councils.

With the theological dialogue between East and West just
taking off again after an interruption of more than half a
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millenium, this reasoning of the anti-unionists in the Middle Ages
seems to deserve the most careful of attention — even today.



