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On the “Communality” Emerging from Heterogeneous Pilgrims in Bosat,
Ethiopia

Yasuo Matsunami

Why do pilgrims share their sufferings with those whom they have no
relation? Why do they pray for them? The aim of this article is to consider how
"communality" is formed among heterogeneous pilgrims at sacred places in Bosat
district, Ethiopia. Recent anthropological studies on pilgrimages have criticized the
long-established theoretical viewpoint emphasizing the homogeneous aspect by
employing the concept of “communitas”, disconnected from everyday life; and now, they
focus on the heterogeneous aspect of pilgrims, which allow them to reconsider
pilgrimage as an extended experience of everyday life. However, this shift in emphasis
eventually strengthens the existing dichotomous framework. The homogeneity and
heterogeneity in sacred places should not be conceptualized exclusively. To overcome
these pitfalls, we should observe more carefully how pilgrims from different places
come to communicate with each other in sacred places.

In Bori village of Bosat, more than 80 percent of people have experienced to go
to a pilgrimage. Sacred places and/or pilgrim sites, while each of them represents a
specific denomination, do not discriminate pilgrims of different faiths or ethnic
backgrounds. As a result, the sacred places in Bosat are the loci where one person
meets another. Pilgrims from different places, encountering each other on the way to
the same sacred place, tend to tell their own respective stories of suffering to each
other. Telling these stories is exactly an act which opens up the boundary of collective

attribution and puts one in contact with others.
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