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Discovery of the Autonomous Subject

A Legacy of Early Christianity

Hans-Jiirgen Marx

The key formula of the Chalcedonian Creed is the same truly God
and truly man. It expresses concisely the presupposition of all partici-
pants in the discussions concerning the person and nature of Christ,
common at the latest since the second half of the fourth century.
However, by stressing Christ’s hypostatic union with the Divine Logos,
the Alexandrian School clearly put greater emphasis on the first part of
the formula. The Antiochian School reacted by stressing the distinction
between Christ’s human and divine nature. However, by doing so it
failed to adequately explain the unity of Christ as one and the same Son
of God, another key formula of the Chalcedonian Creed.

The Council of Chalcedon (451) tried to safeguard the legitimate
concerns of each school by acknowledging the distinction between
Christ’s human and divine nature, on the one hand, and defining on the
other hand, that both natures come together into a single Aypostasis and
a single prosopon. The clarification of this definition, leading to the
final formulation of orthodox doctrine took two and a half centuries. In
addition to establishing orthodox doctrine the discussions during this
period led to the discovery of the individual person as an autonomous
subject. However, the price was the first division of Christianity into
the Chalcedonian main stream and its opposites, commonly distin-

guished as the Nestorian and Monophysite churches. Also the seeds for
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the schism between the churches of the West and the East were sown
during this period.

This paper draws attention to the political and economical interests
involved in the various stages of doctrinal clarification. Concerning the
latter, much space is devoted to the contribution of the main theolo-
gians, belonging to the Neo-Chalcedonian School, and to the contribu-
tion of Maximos Confessor. It was especially the latter’s insistence on
Christ’s self-determination as a human being that finally led to the

establishment of orthodox doctrine.



