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Moral Principles Concerning Human Life

Yositaka HAMAGUCHI

In this essay we take a look at the moral principles of traditional
Christian Medical Ethics. Catholic moral theology has recognized the
sanctity of human life or dignity of life as a fundamental value based
on the faith of Creation. All human life must be respected as an Image
of God and it is prohibited to kill a person voluntarily.

The principle of double effect has been applied to justify the concret
medical cases in a conflict situation of various values. How do we
understand and which value or medical treatment we can choose, in a
difficult surgical operation and in clinical or terminal medical care?
Today, after the Second Vatican Council, the moral theologians have
tried to reinterprete this principle.

The principle of ordinary means and extraovdinaly means has been
applied to justify the moral obligation to preserve human life. Which
medical treatment we can use to preserve or prolong one’s life? But this
principle is also understood to be relative according to the patient’s
situation, the economical burden of the family, the effective meaning of
medical treatment etc. We can admit that there are limits of prolong-
ing life and cease to use extra-ordinary means.

The principle of totality has been applied to prove the morality of
mutilating parts of the human body, and today is applicated in the

reasoning for organ-transplantation.
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Nowadays, these traditional principles are criticized by many
moralists who emphasize the quality of life more than the dignity of life
in the Bio-medical Ethics or Bioethics. Therefore, we have to re-

examine the true meaning of these moral principles.



