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Silesius : A Religious Poet’s View of Creation

Gen AOYAMA

Recently rivers are polluted by waste liquids from factories and the
air with smoke. There is sea pollution. The destruction of our earthly
environment is also rapidly going on. The main reason for this pollu-
tion and destruction is the rapid one-sided development of various
scientific techniques without a religious world view, which is able to
give the development of the modern science the right meaning, direction
and the necessary control.

In this area not only scientists and enterprisers, but also thinkers
and religious believers would be partly to blame for this destruction,
because they did not make enough progress in their idea of creation.
Most modern people, especially after Descartes’ philosophy, have a
human-centric idea of creation. Such a view of creation is corrected by
the idea of creation of Angelus Silesius (1624-77), who was born in
Silesia (now in Poland) 28 years after Descartes.

From his poetical work “Cherubinischer Wandersmann” (1675%)
Silesius seems to be a Platonic poet who, faced with a thing, recollects
its original idea in God. For him creation is nothing but the self
revelation of God. He seemed to be engrossed in reading this realistic
revelation of God. In order to sweep away the pollution of the environ-
ment it is important to see creation with the warm-hearted eyes of such

a theo-centric poet, who considers everything as the present of a
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beloved God and looks at it from this point of view.

Compared with Silesius, many modern people seem to attend too
much to some rule, commandment, interpretation, ideology, faith, etc.,
which are made by someone and are not living nor changeable. Silesius,
however, seems to have lived paying attention to every moment, receiv-
ing a new revelation and guide from the living God through creation.
Unlike Plato he considered even his own body as the temple and the
tabernacle of God. In the Gospels we read that Christ once named his
own body as the temple of God and directed his attention above all to
the will of the living Father. In conclusion, it can be said that the true
desirable relation between mankind and creation will be born from such

a poetic religious spirit of Silesius, which the modern world lacks.



