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E) The Mind’s Road to God, translated with an introduction by Boas, The
Library of Liberal Arts, 32 (new York, Liberal Arts Press, 1953)

E,) Itinerarium mentis in Deum, with an introduction, translation and commen-
tary by Ph. Boehner, o.fm., Works of Saint Bonaventure, 2 (New York:
Franciscan Institute, St. Bonaventure, 1956)

Es) The Journey of the Mind to God, translated by Jose de Vink. The Works of
Bonaventure, Cardinal Seraphic Doctor and Saint, I (Paterson, New Jersey, St.
Anthony Guild Press: 1960)

E,) The Mind’s Journey to God : Itinevarium mentis in Deum, translated from
the Latin with an Introduction by L. S. Cunningham, with an essay
“Bonaventure vs. Modern Thought” by L. Brophy (Chicago, Franciscan Herald
Press, 1979).

F.) Itinéraive de lesprit vers Dieu, texte de Quaracchi, Introduction, traduction el
notes par Henry Duméry, Bibliothéque des textes philosohpiques (Paris, Vvin :
1960)

F.) L’itinéraire de 'dme @ Dieu, dans Saint Bonaventure, oeuvres présentées par
le R. P. Valentin-M. Breton, Les maitres de la spiritualité chrétienne (Paris,
Aubier : 1943)

F.) Itinerarium mentis ad Dewm, dans Saint Bonaventure par F. Palhoriés (Paris,
Librairie Bloud et C'¢, 1913)

D)) Itinerarium mentis in Deum, De reductione artium ad theologiam, Lateinisch
—deutsch, Eingeleitet, iibersetzt und erldutert von Julian Kaup (Miinchen,
Kosel—Velag: 1961)

D,) Bonaventura, Wanderweg zu Gott : Wanderbuch fiiv den Besinn zu Gott, Am
Steuer der Seele, Der Dreistieg oder drei Feuersbrunst der Liebe, Die Uber-
tragung ins Deutsche, Besorgte von Wilhelm Hohn (Freiburg, Otto Water
—Verlag: 1955)

S) Itinerario de la mente a Dios, en Obras de San Buenaventura, Biblioteca de
Autores Cristianos, edicion bilingiie, dirigida, anotada y con introducciones por
los pp. Leon Amoros, Bernardo Apperibay y Miguel Oromi (Madrid, B. A. C,,
Editoria} Catorica : 1945-49) tomo primero.
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The Soul’s Journey to God (7)
A Translation with Notes and Commentary

of St. Bonaventure’s Itinerarium wmentis in Deum, Chapter 7

Hisako NAGAKURA

Longing for peace of mind, Saint Bonaventure went up to Mt.
Alverna, where he meditated on the journey of the spirit to God, calling
to mind the miraculous event of the stigmata given to Saint Francis on
this very mountain. (Cf. the Prologue, whose translation in Japanese
with notes and commentary is found in Nanzan Shingaku, No. 5). As
the General of the Order of Saint Francis, Bonaventure desired to
encourage the spiritual sons of Assisi to follow their spiritual father on
the way of contemplation up to the height of spiritual ecstasis. For this
purpose Bonaventure had recourse to his wide philosophical and theo-
logical learning. We have seen Bonaventure invite his readers to
contemplate God in and through the sensible world (Chapters 1 and 2),
in and through the inner world of the human mind (Chapters 3 and 4),
then to contemplate the divine unity by analysing the first name
attributed to God, Esse (Chapter 5), and finally to reflect on the divine
Trinity by thinking about the title “Good” as applied to God. All
through his journey, Bonaventure insisted on the importance of prayer.
While one must fully use all the intellectual powers given to human
nature, divine grace is also needed. In this final stage, however, he
insists on the helplessness of all human powers. In this stage of ecstasis,
where the human intellect rests in quiet and human affections are

transported to God, Jesus Christ is the only ladder and vehicle to lead
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man to the transcendent God. In this final chapter we see many
sentences which recall the Prologue, and the reader realises that the

intention of Saint Bonaventure for this writing is well accomplished.



