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Summaries

Cyprianus, De Dominica Oratione.
Translation with a commentary

Kiyoshi YOSHIDA

The Lord’s Praver was composed toward the end of 251 or the
beginning of 252, immediately after Cyprian had finished The Unity of
the Catholic Church and when he was still intensely preoccupied with
the idea of unity. As a result, his commentary on the Our Father is
filled with echoes of the early work. This alone would give it a unique
ring.

For his outline he went to Tertullian’s De Oratione, from which he
borrowed the threefold division— —but little else. This latter fact is
hardly surprising, since Tertullian’s is a disciplinary work, whereas
Cyprian’s is a pastoral one, and since Tertuliian’s treats of prayer in
general and almost incidentally comments on the Lord’s Prayer, where-
as Cyprian’s works quite the other way around. These differences
allow Cyprian to probe far deeper and offer a more comprehensive and
compelling treatment. [Cf. E. Bonin, Forword, The Lord’s Prayer. p.
X (1983))



