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The Soul’s Journey to God (5)

A translation with notes and commentary
of St. Bonaventure’s [lfinervarium mentis
in Deum, Chapter 5

Hisako NAGAKURA

After having contemplated God through and in the outer, material
world, as a vestige of God (chapters 1 and 2), and then through and in
the inner world, which is the human mind, as image of God (chapters 3
and 4), St. Bonaventure is now going to contemplate God directly by
means of His names revealed to men (chapters 5 and 6). (Our transla-
tion and commentary on the first four chapters are found in Nos. 5, 7,
8, and 9 of Nanzan Shingaku.)

The first name is taken from Exodus 3, 14, where it is written that
Yahweh revealed Himself to Moses as “1 am who [ am” (Ego sum qui
sum). Bonaventure understands this name qui sum as Being itself
(ipsum esse), through which we can contemplate the unity of the divine
essence.

The second name is taken from St. Luke 18, 19, where it is written
that Christ, wishing to raise the young man to a life of evangelical
perfection, said “No man is good save God Himself”. This name, the
good ( bonum ), leads the Seraphic Doctor to contemplate the Divine
Trinity as revealed in the New Testament (chapter 6).

Y ahweh'’s answer to Moses, “Fgo sum qui sum”, has inspired theolo-
gians to search for various possibile explanations of these words. We

can say without exaggeration that for these theologians, ‘qui sum ’is
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the core of their metaphysical —theological reflexions. The fifth chap-
ter of the Itinervarium wmentis in Deum, which we translate and com-
ment on in this present article, makes us see how Bonaventure inter-
pretes this qui sum . This shows us the Bonaventurian conception of

being ( esse ), which provides us a key to understand the metaphysics of

the Seraphic Doctor.



