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The Moral of Suicide

——Reexamination of Suicide in Catholic Moral Theology

Yoshitaka HAMAGUCHI

In this article we study and reexamine the moral judgment of the
traditional viewpoint of suicide in Catholic moral theology.

At first we consider the meaning of human life and death in the
relationship to the other human persons and God. The problem of
suicide is not only considered as individual conduct, but also as social
phenomenon in the complicated human society. The death of a human
person should not be seen as the end of biological life. [t is a free
acceptance of the end of human life as a person in front of God.

Secondly, we study how the moral of suicide has been established in
the Catholic Church and her moral theology. We present the thought of
St. Augustine and St. Thomas Aquinas, and what punishment was set
on suicide by the Church Councils and Canon Law.

Thirdly, we reexamine the traditional argument of suicide in Catho-
lic moral theology. How can we understand the prohibition of the fifth
commandment? Are the inclination of human nature to preserve his
own life and self-love able to prohibite inconditionally a suicide? How
is the distinction between “direct suicide” and “indirect suicide”
evaluated in recent moral theology? Next, we study the relation
between the divine sovereignty on life and death and human freedom.
The human person is able freely to accept the end of his own life as a

last expression of the human person. We can distinguish between
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suicide and self-sacrifice that gives his own life for salvation of other

persons or other higher values than his proper life.



