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DLHENIBEIRG, BELLLBIOLANTL b0 TT, B
BANCEL 5200 & LTcDERFLT, BICAIEDOPL LA 2 &x L E
Bh, B ULOPNERICAN, AL THICEHRTXERRC, BHEL
UoTWBER-TWET, KARDE2ONEVOIESBHIELT
HBHEEZTVET, BYOWRCHFRINT, BHECAREELFE D
BE, BEEOMbIICEBRY ELZTWEDTT, BHRBEOTHIIZ
B0 LEDTbhHEREELZTCTT, T L CABIRMLCH
HELAZ X LWT, BB LTAMAEELTWBDTT,

34, TELRFZOL ST AT b bk W BELEEITITY -
T, HERLHECHBEL TV 2ELHT IV, BODEEIEDOL I
AR L, ZOFLREBEHROL SCEN Y ELR, BEREEYETH
BRAZETLE, BEZOVD LI VR B LLVWSDOTT, £
A< EL, BOBVCEREAFEBLEVCIDONILEIRTUES, L
L, BEBEBETLILERHTLE S AR, FOEVCOEYHAILTL
F5DTT, CDL I, bHAHOBEEILE 5T.% 0 O\ 2HE
ERIEHELBRIEY LT, EORCADFELRHIELRTLE >b0
T,



35, LanLiesibh, Histchife, biebd, Siclediod o fix
BrhEv, ftbz (EHEVI) KHDIbRH-THESTD EL
7] BELo»h)EDIREEDT, FHIBLES AL, BHDEEXBKL
BE, BLOOKRLEVERYRDRL IV, TORXELLOSLOBRD
B, EORBADLILAEHELDHZ L7, ERFDOPDLLELH]
Lo TRDIH LTUTIE D TR A, FIEEBALE L TOEFIE LTI,
DRICEARTH Y BIEFRCHTTH AL L 5 CEHE ORI\ T,
BEROOLUREFHDOTT, KERFLXLLALLIE, ThERLL
B FELLLIS5ELEL 25, BUEBIRIE, EEEL, L1 E
ﬁmbté%ﬁ#ﬁ#&i%&#‘ﬁﬁ&bﬁ[%ﬁ]hEﬂtt]ﬁl
DI S TRVTERA, PRELEETHRICLBBFALHE, Th
BEERCHICABLTCTIBETERE ST 2DTTh, Hisfcd@rd
bEOOMEXKREICL LS & LIEDD A, FOMBE BB T
HLTLESTDTT, HRAEVEFGOMTIRIRGEETEE LICZ DA,
FTARCEBIHSI DM ATTISETHLE STV BEDTT A,

By, BELZFLER T84, BREECSTBIL, B
HEOTRCRERTHEHL, TRTOREZBEORTRL LIV, Kl
TR LTIR 2 0 o/ K LR E LS % ) 2 F DREE -
rDHIE b ) EARKRIER LWL O | BEEORY > & oD b,
WRTHZELROPENIE, THICL - TIEBEIDHNRD, IELL,
T UVbh T AL ETY OO LE LsdV, Thic X -~ T
DHEBBENBEDTT, BAENECER 72D, VU A FBFIFE -
TFEBLOCHHSOMERLL - T, vk, ERIATCAZ, 5%
oz td, BTH2Ld, LTRERYERA, BIREERISLTHE
i) FA, BEER > Tkhhidich) A, EXHOEITEID
X5, FBOIOIRAILLT, ThExrksrhhidity Tvi, HEBIC,
FBLELEEDINTROCREILDEFERE LS, CTFCTFeFe, K
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AL <, (Bolb&%FTaV, EMEXBOERCHTEL : 9, b
DELHEIL, WODHMRILBIEOWTEE Y TbhdENL, 5F
TELTUWIREWAS DD TY,™ HFERROGML DL 5 IERDH
SNICbDTLI, BRHOELAA~DORIE, COXS5ICLTHFY A LD
WHEFHICDTLR, EHREBEVUBAT, BRIC, $XTHELELE
EBICL > THEELTEBEI ELELL, T LTHEGIZ BTl X
SnBEOREXE A LT Wbtk stenTd,

36, LD OLERS LTEBET61X 3L EOHEIEBORE
BEXAb-TODIHELUROIE, bLLESOLRLALEOPSL LML
FTELWITRUWE S s TERRERFHLAVWER S B, £ 9 Acbid
DEDILINRTEICL > T, T DORAEEN L RENICEN  HLHATT
EBHTL Y, "Bt (D7) R bIR- T, BEELL LKL, 7
DTEZR VIO ERESLTHAD ;™ (430, 1588, £/, (bl
ERADIEL b EE D THS e, EREbND, 12T, DBAL -
THEHIICE (=€ 18, 32:18;23,;33, 11 BK), ASH=2 =112
FIHHEORDICH > T, FOBABHEILHSOVLTIHIESLTVET, TH
oo, i, ERELAH O, bbhabdh, BREZENRE
VDK LABENT, FLAEEADHRIZEZDAD (2 =0 2,13),
FERBAWDOLLADSNEPELE52524b, ZOHREE 2D Z
EbBTEICRY ET, BETIA, LvbIehis A, BETS A,
FRVOL LAEL DA LA BEX KA LD TT, TRAHEEBHR
DO FEHICbIMT I fe b LicZ &6, MITHEBICARTTXS
DTT, HHVRER, KhrrETORLLEEVOLI L - TEx
Wz SR B LIce bIX, EORO B D, ELVGEREICL - T
DELWER Y RigtidicsbiE, TREOBAZELAFCLTVEREY S
Z, FILRCER SV REMc, BOh S 2 S TTFEVWET, K&+
B AR, BRI R, BucBkE L T < T, ok



HILT, HELAERTECCUITETETERLECR > TV DT
T, 20Xy, L TEVERLLEA, ERLLAEXRLCH
Sofihic (RBLE) CEDELLZDLDOND, EEEMD I L X
HIZX<EZBHAL, HRTEICEHEALLR, BBFHRT, 32 TLD
ERELEFRIHELBERAIETLL Y, FLT, WERHMLLTED
WaHLE WIS END T, ZOEEbL I LTl

1) BELL = P =7 TORHT(ZZTORRTF Y AIELX ML), FOEL TR
DI b S HEENLD D (cfEpb55, 9. App.) 7 7V 2B IFTHHEEIKLH 2l 2
e

2) BEEDC L,

3) FVALADEMERNILSES Lo A% "confessor” & FA 7, TGFEEE, &)
FRELHABED, S TREMSEHELRT,

4) semel—%f DL ZDEFEMEE R X7,

5) V- A RBEZORENSHLTFLH OIS Y SSFB L F TSR bR,

6) cf. J.C. Plumper, Mater Ecclesia; karl Delahaye, Ecclesia Mater.

7)) TOHBERFMDO AT,

8) —HDEEIBEOLI LT TWAAEMBL T TIZ- TV 5 A stantes & 5
DHRFEE N, T TR TEHE | Lapsi & B, IO L XFHIAT 2 S
",

9) "Professio” (X, —f&ic "fE{0, 2R BT 5 "confessio” X h b~ ET
BB, L L AT F T "exomologesis” DERTHELILT VB, T T
Professio L\ 93BT, "FF¥ 7V AHFDORLICEB I AERDHEI L) bERTHE
EMTED, LOALENZBMOE (m—=hbDLD) TR, TDOZERBHITE
FETTAHZEELTELR TV A,

10) 7eLic, ChRERERD 2 » 7 Th 5,

11) "martyr” L3EBRCELE TF VA EIHLTELDIERIC R -TCAL, DT
LTH%B, "confessor” LIXEHDDEME S LICADZ ETHB, LirL, ERILZ
Freb, RETREF-> T35 Ad martyr LS ENTE S,

12) cof. K322 %,




13) Sacerdos & I3BE—FANTL TAB,L, X E T (F 7V T XALERLUBEDOF ) A M
HIE(FIZ8R\T), ministeria & X HLUNDOEBEOBEXEL LD,

14) operibus: ¥V 2 P EBATIE TBEOLE ) ZLIEEOK L P —BANCE - T
WHANDOHEY I TEMAE.

15) #—F+ v 7 (B RxT5F7Y 7220 #DZ LT, cf. De habitu
Viginum, 14-17 ; A3 30 FER&,

16) cf. Test. 3, 62.

17) sibi (X invicem £ RFIC, TEWIC 2B bbTedicfbh T\ 5, BHREEFD
L5 ESEEKDEE [ nisi utrumque sibi misceatur (Ep.63, 13).

18) rerum saecularium : Hartel i rerum ® 233> 0 IZ regum & EDRIL T\vs %, MSS
D—2FERBODEERS, TOMIEAI rerum EFieh, ThDEI BUTOXE
bI<EY,

19) Christi sacramentum : $£fL0 & ¥/ SR ABHES O & &L ,sacramentum & L
5BIEBID A 4 —COPRTIE, TRBEEES ) EROFMAE, AL 13EFSE,

20) WARARF VAL EFEE LA ERXER T LEVH LD, ThEEIE LT
ERFTHELETLALENI T LD, HEHR-EHL TR, BEDOHLF T
V7 RARKBDOT —~=ThHb, bLLINETHE, LOEZREHOIRNLE
KRERTVWAHAELHR-DZ LB E BRI bR k5,

21) AA g TR, MOEL OEH LR, MEBOAE ) v AR, r-~EHERDL
DTLERDOHADEFROMICH LD >, KL 2UBER, ZImb, ) 2 b HE
DETIE, £~ TOIESTWL ) WD it TER, LRATBETDH -1,

22) diaboli altari | BIDO X EH D altar it ara D233 H T, ¥ 7V 7 R ARBEHOEIE
HRILTHEFES Altare L3 F ) A b EOBEX I T, TBEDO L WHERFE- T,
BEEAEHAL T5 (Ep.h9, 12 App).

23) "L uEuieb D) ERThhbb THLCIAEBE, Dk, FFIVT R
ARIO LS BRI Y h 2D, KL 25 BER, B RELOEES Y TR
35 (cf.Epbd) AT AL o V72 RAEThEDH & > T 5 (De Bapt. 18, 4-5).

24) TOMEE, HIRDIEBEERY LI, AL B FLKEOLICHEIN TS, RAH
ETRVEREH LT D,

25) AL )T RALTFRNE X LT, De Fuga, esp.5-6.

26) cedere ! H#x5/< &, THbLERPLHL (exile BB, 7V 7 X 2XB S
DilECd HiIcBEHESF TS (Epp.ld & 20), #ERThxESLL T3,

27) Septies tantum : /A H (XEE TEEITH £ LETERG (=41 19, 29, <
A= 10, 30) TEEE T (centies &7 \TVD MSS &7 5 VERISHB), FITERT
DtceTWEE L, BEaboEVG-H TV o7k 572, centies 2 septies & & x
bhicoid,

28) Blhic (FEHLK) HEThL (BE) LAFALLTIFT7ITRAR/ YrFT
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RA (T VT XASEAR) CRATELDIF TS, BHRIDOL S eE
HIE O RLODHIbDE LT L T Te (cf. Ep.55,16+19 App)e D57 bh D
F##E (Castus & Aemilius) F RV LEEfE I TV (cf. Aug. Serm. 285),

29) THLVEEOKE, L LTHF7V 7 2AFx0EM (Epld) T, £HdbBEXT
FrEMEaELbI LT, chEdE#L T35,

30) quorundam : "HBA 4D, L&, F7 V7 X AL L THENIL TU72 003,
TBRCIILERDOZ ENnRY OV Eb LV, SZTRELNAT, EHELLYBOH
FILMB IR TVWAEFRLLEZ I LTV 5,

31) sanctum Domini . TEDERB15bK ), 26F (KA Kb TH, 16 F (A0
DEHEIHHADT, TORMNELV-LEbhD,

32) BAERBREGAYEFTERLL,

33) ZOFHARA Y CFALENITERBELLTVA, LrL, 57 F % + OfEH
THF7YV 72 A, F-7 - VxR EFTV2, 22T TEDOBALLE
ERAM 4,

34) exomologesis () v v+ B D) | HE LOMBOBRNOF T, FEEOMLLD
BHTBLLTOTADHETREYBDH L, TORBIREBEOLTEYETOIY
Auvbhtui, MADHE A &, exomologesis ¥ N T &L 5 REELH - T
b, MFIEDEFRETIh -7,

35) pax | BEELOMBHERT S, T CTRUTOXNREDBIETRHE Lg% £/
LWhhTwb,

36) quidam: "HBAtcH, BIBOERLFL (KX 5%, 18FSR),

37) inpietatem---pietatis | ¥ 7V 7 X ADEE LO—HOFE VU XHRL T, XE TR
"sacrilege:-sacrament” L FRL T\ 5,

) BELFMBTHI LA ESTRARKRIEERRIAT VA, LALIZT
BEEORMEFTHOREERIL, EOMBL I b &L T3,

3) AT HESED 18-20FTIL, "HHEE, (BAEROFTELLOERL LI, 7
BTHEEHEZEORIPE2INDLTE) LBERCKFIIROEREEL TErh
5% VA POXRLLERIATS, BOILTEEOERL T2 &EM@mATHINOT
Hob, ¥7VT72ADRBCI NI, MBELIRBFCALFEL U, BETH
VA IEBOLERNEYESEL TV ADTENERICLF VA L DRALKVTSDE
5 A0 & b Efr & hic (ad tempus iudex vice Christi, Ep.59, 5 App)e BEERLD
3, BACERT A LRIV F VAL EFRBTALThHoTe, MBEL VLD,
MAALLEOZTREERO Az b THI LR TER 1, BRLEIBECTIRBICRE
S5 EEHY, FTVTRZADFEFELLDOLZDEAL 51,

40) BMEBPVEAOFERZSED I S ICBERL TV, Tibb, BMEELLIER
FOBHOMRO L, Tha@rgilicksy THALLEICL S hcfEP s L
DEFMLEETHB, Kb, phbEfbEEYERT I Llic, Y IH
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B(Frvier) B, &, F7VT72RAFINEFRBELZL TS (Ep.27.3), @
HLDEEDBEEM—HEOMOZIIKTHPELTH T, TOUROHMBEDOO &
D TR ZDRZIEIRITS) @B LIZRIRAF LTV 2,

41) delicto graviore : "X hE XTI, "KFE, LV IHFET, F7V 72213 THICK
THIE, LMMDOFLOBIKEAZ L TWDHIEXBEL Ty, TPy VT XA
BEFOXJEEZ b <EALL (DePud. 2.10;18,18;22,3), LoxLF ) 2+ &F
L& THICRT AR Thhvinn,

42) qui negantem negare se dixit . (b7l %) Wb 05 FEX, bl bt
DEXMBIEVET S, (cf=2 410, 33) — DT F AL/ V7 F7 2ARD
EBEREROBIAXYE S ->-TWAbDTHD, ¥F7 V7 2RAELrDEA
Novatianum 7/ 7' 7 ¥ 7 X 2125 95 T, £< b2 THYCHV ATV 3,

"Qui ait negaturum se negantem, numquid et paenitentem?” (12, TH 5% %15 7z
WEBEIEY, MLV ETITHAY LT, BETIELMOR VLT
bhbDTL 90y FUAMEZELILOBIZT DT, R 20 BUTBR,

HE~DORE LIt oW TRAL 29 HUTER,

43) post occasum saeculi huiuset mundi. " OHDOBEE > T L, — KEKBZBH
FERZELTRBALA TR, TFBHOH - b EREDVDBLIEDPVWTDERT
BB, F7VT7TXRARZIOBTLOLEBLILDIZF Y A PNESHLh I LR, &
AT RELGESDCTHI LR TERVLEEZ TV S,

44) BRRE 6, 10+11 A ENE - T QKBTI Y, loBZBIRBEOE ¥ TH
RELLREVI EERTLEDIE, I<BVWHLALEHRTH S (I & 2 &, cf.
Tertullianus, De Anima 55,4), S TF 7V 7 X ARBEHL =2 -7 hHic, B
EERDTVDHLI T, MBELVZESLDORDOPS LY FRI A B IIHITE
BRI ERBLLSLELTHES TV B, OB TE, WHEELUATE, FIGENRD
e, REABEBHF LTS (cf Ad Fort. 12; De Mort. 17, 26),

45) DL s Y ICHMANET, 8L EADKREBEN L E2 BN 5,

46) OU Y ICHA% 0 L XE,

47) cf. Ep. 30, 7. B —=hnbDEM,

48) BMBELCLORE A HAET S LT AL BEOKRYOWMOANBELLZEHTHS
ERRLTV B, $1c, ABEBELLOHTAXERTHALLOEALS » 2B RT5
BERbDote, AR F 7Y 7222 b > EFH L2 oL (Ep27), ZZiide —
<~ DEBEN LM NCEMN SNICRIENA KB ENT W5 (Ep.36, 2),

49) & Z Tt lapsi & & stantes FRFEFE (3L-> TV 5 A) ORIEALBATH 5,
AX 2% nb6 2R,

50) cf4

51) ‘“antistes” % “sacerdotes” & HIFHND I 7 ICER LT\ B, BENEIL
presbyteri .G LTV 5B, L L7d s, presbyter ZEEEEX N> 2 &N TE




fo, ¥V T72ADQEMTHLLTHS (Epp.l5, 1+16;17, 2,316, 34,1, 3.

52) KD 24-26 BEFRTHIA IR TV B0, EHCEELROND, 7V 72 A
DAVEYVFT 4 =X b, FOBEDEEDAVEIV T4 —HRLTWBLI>TH5,
25 FFOULREFAGOMNL, MO HEEHLBERL T, £2T, HEKES
HBEHENFECBALLOTH S, TOEORDL WL, BESBEOMEIL LD
LB WEROHRY ZOEEILDICHE ST E L TH-T, KAHOMUOELE
HEET B b o Tik e (Lo 6 HEB),

53) m—~HEOHSEFEE, ARBBEIKDLRELZRL T o, ZOBBORL K
BENH L L TORDORBFEORBEI LI ETHHIN FT V72 RAIIIT(X
LT30FTH), EHELVHERIASRECORB®EFETHELT, FHELT
W5 (cf. De Hab. Virg. 19-21),

54) mixta cumsanctis . TBREDZbH , F7 V7 R AL I THEO X TEE, LT
AT, " h b > TWAERELAEAL, BEZIRAL VS, BIRIHELR
#L T, sancta sarctis TEEfEACHICEA B I DOE ) LWHIBEXAV B,

55) praecis nostrae et orationis . prex % oratio i » —BRIC OV THFEH IR T
HEETHAH (Bl X, THREWEEL &9 & Xied ), oratio (X, TR, (4830
e #EH T T (cf. De Dom. Orat. 31), T ZTRXRENAOLSZTDOZ LIZHFS
WTH 5,

56) sacerdos: "HODEL, Thbb, ¥FVTRAEE (FF) DL, TILRD
EAfT, #AE T TORLBROBECSVCTEOFE->TV B0, YA FDE
EHNEA I T ebd Tk,

57) quaedam arcam | /N X IR EEAREO R MUKAE AN LERO DI, TEBE
HHEETHDR-LLE, THOVCIBRBEYFESLOTHS,

58) Domini sanctum — cf. n. 15, 3. (311’5

59) nec inmerentibus ad salutem prodesse:: "HEE b7 b gLy, WFELER DX
TR foFcbiebiewy Lieh, THRVOER, EFET S (cf. 1 Cor. 2.27
-27)s

60) libellis | B BT Z L XEEBTAHALEDZ &,

61) exomologesis | & & TiL, P EHEARL GELASEOMK L) AL ERL
TWAE5THoHN, SInb, §HOL S LERTOBEINLERORD b -
ToEHERTE o,

62) LD 30-32 F T, BEOSBEAOCKENLERZ LAERAL VA0, F
TVT7RABOEDL SICHEEL TV, 2E W EHBIALLHELALYETFDTS
REFTh<, BOALKFTHPL L%, TORSHIBBICLI Y E2kFhE b
Lo BBV AYTIVHE L, BOPLLABEORETERDOIINS Lk
nTH%5 (Epp. 55, 18 App., 57. 3D,

63) cf. n. 24.



— 64 —

64) Beflo L 2ieHE 2 bhile
13),

65) =Ll 4, 30 &M, cf. De hab. Virg. 15-17,

martyria | & Z TRHLRHVFVWREBRT, (EHofEYThaETESLCET L
i ote—8nZ EMG, o THELDEDICAES AL BAVbhEh B 4D
BRIEE, B3 THLLV,

67) F=xAEBEDZIDLID2DOXEILTOARAXXICL ~TED, 7+ Fov 2R(T
NMH =R HZHES) TR E/RL TV 5, Puerorum (X audivimus ® B#Y

E, FV U+ EOBKNT T VERCLAZT O TV,

68) XERVORILELFLTHINLADICLAYBEE LR TEYE 20, 7V T2 A
DRIZD LS5 LXX w&ET 5, RSV~ A ElR» S TRVEYDE, LRHE
5%, Douay X7 A #— #RRICHES, BRAv eiir<1]l, 8 TLXX K -TZODT
FAMEFIALTWA2, RSV ik h% Téfivaly LR L, Douay (X (U # — 2k
CRLT) TEREOE, LRLTV A,

69) quorundam : "HABAfHLD- L, 7 = U F 5 >~ 4 & Felicissimus & £ DJRD
Aleb® 23,

70) F7VT7RAZTHECKT, MERT3RELT AP S Lidfgv (cf. Test.
3,28) LEVWTWLWA, KERERAYLTOL, BERIZEZLPD L5265 L
ADTW5B, LirLl, Thifacile tR T FRANRGLEREIHD TR,

71) iustis operibus | X\ b & Lk, BEOLE, T LBLETHI &, opus &
FOREBILTCHAHETE S0, £V 2 P EBEATRIOBRTHELA TV S,
largiter, largi (2B K &% RT X 5127 -7, cf. De opere et Eleemosynis.

72) BLUANDOEHIHADOREL DX TV T 2 ADE 2,

73) misereri talium potest:- TfIX%E 5 W5 A hbhArE EErhDE, — @ E
DBANDF Y A b OFEBHEFAOBLEERALICH LT, F7) 7 2 2LHF & FIE
FREF VR IOPHLEWANES L VIRIELXEL TED S, < hiBEh 5 "potest”
—— FVANENTEDC L — BELCEEAART T bl —O0EMEA
WALTVAEL, O, BB LIZSBRAERELUED DLV ADIE VD T
L. (2"potest” &\ HRBRIIKREORICKEFHTEEY, @HLAHEOA $ THEMX
RBEVH e, MEREDCHEHBHRZLL TS0, HHELLEORNE L FHK,
EVWHDH Q) BLF IR, HLRAFECHATHH10, FILTEIEZhBEA
5mb, (2) ZOMEICE, BUORNBKCERT2H0FHFAEThTWT, Thit
B E o S BB SDENDTH B,

74) LXX RH 6D "gemueris” (7 EFELE) LV HER~TABEOEFEL L,
Douay ix TL$F &1, RSV TRTH, & &D, LI -T, Mot TUHeh
EhEEI 2R, DED LI SRAUDRREBVENAEEILZ L, W)
Bk,

BLU &5 BXPkTIE2E > B (cf. De hab. Ving.
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Cyprianus, De Lapsis.

—— The pastoral instructions on the reconciliation of the
lapsed —
A translation with Notes of St. Cyprian’s De Lapsis.

Kiyoshi YOSHIDA

In October, 249, Decius became emperor with the ambition of restoring the
ancient virtue of Rome. In January, 250, he published an edict against
Christians. Bishops were to be put to death, other persons to be punished and
tourtured till they recanted. On 20 January Pope Fabian was matryred, and
about the same time St. Cyprian retired to a safe place of hiding. His enemies
continually reproached him with this. But to remain at Carthage was to court
death, to cause greater danger to others, and to leave the Church without
government.

At Rome terrified Christians rushed to the temples to sacrifice. At
Carthage the majority apostatized. Some would not sacrifice, but purchased
“libelli”, or certificates, that they had done so. Some bought the exemption
of their family at the price of their own sin. Of these “libellatici” there were
several thousands in Carthage. Of the fallen some did not repent, others
joined the heretics, but most of them clamoured for forgiveness and
restoration.

According to M. Bévenot’s introduction, Cyprian had insisted that no
change should be made in the usual practice until the end of the persecution,
when the bishops could convene and decide on an over-all policy. Such was
the situation when, as the persecution was petering out, Cyprian returned to
his flock and addressed them for the first time with De Lapsis. In this he
recalled what had happened, and explained his policy. Of those who had
stood firm, “confessing Christ”, some had been martyred, others imprisoned
and toutured; a few, like Cyprian, had gone underground, leaving all they had
to be confiscated. But those who had sacrificed were very numerous; others
were hardly less guilty who had bribed the officials to give them the
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certificate of sacrifice in spite of their abstention.

The agreed ruling still stood, that the lapsed, “sacrificati” and “libellatici”
alike, should do public penance until the bishops had met and taken common
counsel. The independent action of the presbyters was quite unwarranted,
and Cyprian exhorted all who had fallen to remain for the time being in the
ranks of the penitents. (Cf. M. Bévenot, Cyprian, De Lapsis Text and
Translation, Oxford 1971).

De Lapsis and De Ecclesiae Catholicae Unilale, both of 251, reflect the
effects of the Decian persecution and provide a good introduction to the faith
and practice of a man who was dedicated to the scriptures, to the leadership

of his people, and to the preservation of unity throughout the Church.



