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CONCERNING PROBLEMS OF THE THEOLOGY OF
BAPTISM FOUND IN ST. AUGUSTINE’S
“DE BAPTISMO, CONTRA DONATISTAS” (6)

Taisuke ISHIBASHI

In this treatise, two chapters of Volume 1 of St. Augustin’s “De Baptismo,
contra Donatistas” that is, Chapter 10 (Number 13 and 14) and Chapter 11
(Number 15, 16 and 17), are treated.

Chapter 10 may be divided into four parts.

(1) The Donatists ask Catholics whether the baptism of Christ in the party of
Donatus bears children or not. Whichever the answer is, the Donatists draw
the conclusion that they themselves are the only true Church of Christ.

(2) Augustine brings forth the counterargument that the subject, which gives
birth through baptism, is the Catholic Church, and that whoever baptizes, the
sacrament itself always belongs to the Church.

(3) Augustine adduces 1 Cor 3, 1-4 and 1, 10-13 from the Bible to prove his
argument, and shows there is an example that even a baptized man is not
united with the Church.

(4) Morever, Augustine sees a metaphor between the relation, which lies
among Christ, Church, sect and baptized men, and the relation, which lies
among husband, wife, handmaid and sons. Then, he takes up three episodes
from the Old Testament: the episode of Ishmael ; the episode of Bilhah,
handmaid of Rachel, and her sons; and the episode of Esau. Using the
metaphor and these episodes, he explains exactly three cases: one who is
baptized in a sect and cannot enter the Kingdom of Christ ; baptized in a sect
but can enter the Kingdom of Christ ; baptized in the Church but cannot enter
the Kingdom of Christ.

In this Chapter, we can say that Augustine asserts the condition about the
utility of the sacrament of baptism. For he shows that salvation is based on
the condition of belonging to the Church by the bond of peace and unity, and
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that baptism is a necessary means to bear that condition.

Chapter 11 may be divided into two parts.
(1) The Donatists ask Catholics whether sins are remitted in the baptism by the
party of Donatus. Just as in the former question of Chapter 10, whichever the
answer is, the Donatists derive the conclusion that they themselves are the
only true Church of Christ.
(2) On the contrary, Augustine brings forth another question : whether there is
any remission of sins where there is not charity. Then he concludes that, from
the point of view of the Donatists, we must answer in the negative, but from
the point of view of Catholics, we must answer in the positive. And he takes
up the case of Simon Magus (Acts 8, 9-24) from the Bible to prove his
conclusion, and shows there is an instance where even a baptized man cannot
enter the Kingdom of God.

The argument of this chapter continues to the following chapter.
Therefore we would like to sum up his assertion about the theology of baptism

of this chapter in the following chapter.



