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Concerning Problems of the Theology of Baptiswr
Found in St. Augusiine’s “De Baplismo, contra
Donatistas” (5)

Taisuke IsHiBASHY

In this treatise, three sections of St. Augustine’s “De Bap-
tismo, contra Donatistas,” that is, Number 10 and 11 (Chapter
8) and Number 12 (Chapter 9), are treated.

We may divide Section 10 (Chapter 8) into three parts. In
the first part, Augustine takes up an episode of Cornelius from
Acts 10. In the second part, he applies this case to the prin--
ciple of “union and separation on faith,” and interprets the opi-
nion of the Donatists by using this principle. In the third part,
he quotes the Old Testament and shows that schism causes a
more fatal punishment of God than idololatry.

Section 11 (Chapter 8) may be divided into two parts. In
the first part, Augustine gives an instance of seriously wounded
person, and explains that urgent medical treatment of his woun-~
ded part is required, even though other parts of body may be
healthy. In the second part, by using this instance he makes
the situation of the Donatists more clear.

We may treat Section 12 (Chapter 9) under three parts. In
the first part, Augustine cites 1 Cor 13, 1-2 for a biblical witness.
which teaches that charity is indispensable for salvation. In the
second part, he proves that each spiritual gift and good practice,
which is described in that Pauline text, is useless without cha-
rity. In the last part, he asserts that all the spiritual gifts and
good practices of the Donatists are in vain because of their
schismatic situation,



