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Concerning Problems of the Theology of Baptism
Found tn St. Augustine’s “de Baptismo, Conira
Donatistas® (4)

Taisuke ISHIBASHI

In this treatise, two sections of St. Augustine’s “De Baptismo, contra
Donatistas”, that is Number 8 (Chapter 6) and Number 9 (Chapter
7) of Book 1, are treated.

We may divide Section 8 (Chapter 6) into two parts, namely the
first part, in which a short conclusion of the former section (Number
7) is shown, and the second part, in which St. Augustine begins a
new criticism against smaller Donatist groups except for Primian’s
sect, the principal sect of the Donatists.

Section 9 (Chapter 7) may also be divided into two parts. In the
first part, St. Augustine works out a short historical summary of the
problem, which he treats in this book. In the second part, he quotes
two phrases from the gospel and applies them to indicate the error
of Donatist groups.

While there is no important description concerning problems of the
theology of baptism in these sections, we consider relations between
these sections and other works of St. Augustine, and make efforts to
explain rather strictly the historical progress prior to the Donatist
schism, especially that of the period of St. Cyprian.



