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The Formation and Life of Pope Pius IX
until the Convocation of the First Vatican Council

Gen AOYAMA

It is well known, that Pius IX (1846-78) at first had a zeal
for liberal political movements of his times and established a
parliamentary government in the Papal territories, but later,
when a revolution broke out in 1848, he became a persistent
fighter against all sorts of modern thought which do not
recognize the Papal authority from Christ. Many investigations
have been made concerning how this change happened and
evolved, and how the First Vatican Council was carried out.
But when it comes to researching the reasons on the side of
Pope Pius IX, why he hardened himself so radically against
modern thought, there have been almost no studies at all.
Perhaps this is because the Pope gave merely juridical and the-
oretical reasons for his acts, but related almost nothing about
his own personal and psychological reasons for this change.

The author took a special interest in this point when he
attended in 1961 the lectures of Prof. Jos. Grisar SI at the
Gregorian University, Rome. Prof. Grisar was at that time the
archivist at the Vatican Archives and was framing the investi-
gation for the beatification of Pope Pius IX. The author gathered
the necessary materials in Rome, once visited Senigallia, Pius
IX’s hometown, and wrote a report in Italian under the title:
“Un aspetto della formazione di Pio IX.” The present study has
the same scope, i.e., to investigate the personal and psychological
reasons for the historical change and for the closed attitude of
Pius IX against the modern world.

Pius IX showed from the beginning of his priesthood a strong
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inclination to care for people in his charge like a mother for her
children. If the people are gentle and obedient to him, he per-
forms with wonderful boldness and works selfsacrificingly for
his people. But if the people do not respect his authority and
wish to be independent in order to reallze their own new ideas,
he would have such bitter grief that he would regard all these
ideas with hostility and would cling to his authority. The author
describes how this character is formed in his childhood and
penetrates his whole life, and concludes that this is the first and
the greatest reason for that historical change.

The author suggests however, that there can also be a second
and supporting reason, namely the pessimism of the socalled
Marian Message at La Salette in 1846 against the modern world.
But God can make good from evil. The way of resistance and
passion which Pius IX chose in prayer, was perhaps a better way
in God’s eye to realize the aggiormamento of the Roman Ca-
tholic Church. So we must be cautious not to judge the choice
of Pius IX superficially from external reasons.




