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Comprehensive security emerged as a concept after the onset of the first oil crisis and as a precursor to 

detente in the 1970s. It has its origin in Europe, where the Conference of Security and Cooperation in Europe 

(CSCE) first identified comprehensive security as a founding principle of its Helsinki Process. It represented 

the first step away from the state as the primary referent object of security. The notion was soon further 

developed in Japan and has gained ‘conceptual currency’, if you will, ever since. This lecture attempts to 

identify expansive notions of security as they have emerged over recent time and accordingly place them 

along a comprehensive security continuum. The aim is to demonstrate the ongoing, indeed, increasing utility, 

of the concept for addressing today's wide-ranging security concerns and objectives. It ‘bumps up’, if you will, 

the economic and environmental dimensions of comprehensive security, in order to explain the 

far-reaching/pervasive effects of environmental degradation and scarcity and uncertainty and vulnerability 

at the ‘nexus’ of human security. 


